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Over	  twenty	  years	  ago	  in	  my	  parent’s	  basement,	  I	  stood	  in	  front	  of	  a	  5x7	  foot	  

chalkboard	  teaching	  addition	  to	  my	  younger	  sister	  who,	  happy	  to	  be	  playing	  with	  her	  older	  

sister,	  sat	  quietly	  in	  a	  beautiful,	  antique	  school	  desk	  my	  mom	  used	  as	  a	  child	  and	  had	  

recently	  refurnished.	  My	  sister	  still	  remembers	  the	  lectures	  and	  piles	  of	  worksheets	  she	  

received	  as	  homework	  from	  me	  on	  a	  daily	  basis.	  	  From	  chalkboards	  to	  Smart	  Boards,	  

lectures	  to	  project	  based	  learning,	  and	  grammar	  translation	  to	  integrated	  performance	  

assessments,	  a	  lot	  has	  changed	  in	  the	  past	  twenty	  years	  including,	  thankfully,	  my	  style	  of	  

teaching.	  My	  styles	  and	  philosophy	  of	  teaching	  have	  been	  and	  continue	  to	  improve	  with	  

new	  knowledge	  and	  experiences,	  but	  my	  philosophy	  has	  always	  been	  built	  around	  what	  is	  

best	  for	  my	  students.	  	  

At	  the	  beginning	  of	  my	  career	  path,	  I	  believed	  teaching	  content	  was	  going	  to	  be	  my	  

most	  important	  job;	  but	  with	  more	  experience,	  education,	  and	  the	  explosion	  of	  technology,	  

I	  realize	  there	  is	  much	  more	  to	  teaching.	  I	  believe	  it	  is	  my	  responsibility	  to	  help	  students	  

learn	  how	  they	  can	  be	  successful	  in	  whichever	  career	  they	  choose	  in	  addition	  to	  content.	  	  

I	  want	  to	  help	  my	  students	  be	  successful	  in	  the	  21st	  century.	  	  There	  are	  essential	  

skills	  I	  try	  to	  develop	  with	  my	  students	  including	  communication,	  collaboration,	  critical	  

thinking,	  creativity,	  technology	  literacy,	  initiative,	  perspective,	  accountability,	  reflection,	  

and	  responsibility.	  Many	  of	  these	  skills	  are	  skills	  highlighted	  by	  the	  Partnership	  for	  21st	  

Century	  Skills	  (Partnership	  for	  21st	  Century	  Skills).	  

My	  students	  are	  part	  of	  the	  21st	  century.	  They	  are	  digital	  natives	  who	  have	  access	  to	  

information	  for	  almost	  anything	  at	  their	  fingertips.	  Part	  of	  my	  philosophy	  of	  teaching	  is	  

based	  off	  of	  the	  goals	  from	  ACTFL’s	  five	  Cs	  which	  are	  what	  North	  Dakota	  bases	  its	  state	  

standards	  on.	  ACTFL	  created	  a	  figure	  of	  the	  five	  Cs	  of	  interlocking	  circles	  “to	  suggest	  the	  
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richness	  of	  human	  language;	  no	  goal	  can	  be	  separated	  from	  the	  other,	  nor	  is	  any	  one	  goal	  

more	  important	  than	  another”	  (Shrum	  &	  Glisan).	  I	  to	  align	  my	  teaching	  with	  all	  five	  Cs,	  

communication,	  culture,	  comparison,	  connections	  and	  communities,	  because	  they	  are	  

equally	  (Partnership	  for	  21st	  Century	  Skills)	  important.	  	  

Language	  teaching	  should	  be	  in	  the	  target	  language.	  ACTFL	  “recommends	  that	  

language	  educators	  and	  their	  students	  use	  the	  target	  language	  as	  exclusively	  as	  possible	  

(90%	  plus)	  at	  all	  levels	  of	  instruction	  during	  instructional	  time	  and,	  when	  feasible,	  beyond	  

the	  classroom”	  (ACTFL,	  2010).	  Language	  teaching	  should	  also	  be	  motivating,	  as	  authentic	  

as	  possible,	  supply	  meaningful	  feedback	  and	  everything	  taught	  should	  be	  important.	  

“Motivational	  factors	  play	  an	  important	  but	  complex	  role	  in	  language	  learning	  and	  

performance	  in	  a	  language	  classroom”	  (Shrum	  &	  Glisan).	  

It’s	  important	  to	  teach	  students	  how	  to	  learn,	  connect	  lessons	  to	  students’	  background	  

knowledge,	  and	  give	  students	  as	  many	  opportunities	  as	  possible	  to	  use	  the	  target	  language.	  

Creating	  pre	  and	  post	  reading	  and	  listening	  exercises	  will	  help	  students	  connect	  their	  

experiences	  to	  the	  exercises	  and	  activities.	  Using	  authentic	  materials	  as	  I	  wrote	  earlier	  and	  

less	  book	  activities	  will	  also	  foster	  more	  meaningful	  communication.	  As	  I	  keep	  the	  

principals	  of	  Concordia	  Language	  Villages	  in	  mind	  like	  making	  sure	  the	  learners	  have	  

courage	  to	  participate,	  activities	  are	  learner	  centered	  and	  hands-‐on,	  and	  that	  learners	  have	  

authentic	  experiences,	  I	  will	  help	  my	  students	  learn	  (Hamilton,	  Crane,	  &	  Bartoshesky,	  

2010).	  

My	  philosophy	  on	  assessment	  has	  previously	  been	  driven	  by	  the	  book	  my	  classes	  have	  

used	  and	  with	  supplemental	  assessments	  I	  have	  created.	  	  This	  past	  summer	  my	  thoughts	  

on	  assessment	  have	  completely	  changed	  and	  I’m	  very	  excited	  to	  implement	  them.	  I	  will	  still	  
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be	  using	  common	  assessments	  created	  by	  the	  language	  department	  as	  well	  as	  formative	  

assessments	  to	  keep	  my	  students	  at	  the	  same	  level	  as	  other	  classes	  in	  the	  building,	  but	  I	  

will	  also	  be	  using	  the	  Standards-‐Based	  Performance	  Assessment	  approach.	  Each	  unit	  will	  

include	  an	  assessment	  for	  the	  interpretive,	  interpersonal,	  and	  presentational	  mode.	  Using	  

this	  type	  of	  assessment	  will	  encourage	  students	  to	  be	  reflective	  and	  take	  ownership	  of	  their	  

learning.	  Having	  learners	  keep	  track	  of	  their	  progress	  will	  help	  them	  take	  responsibility	  for	  

their	  learning	  as	  they	  see	  the	  rating	  of	  their	  performance	  range	  from	  does	  not	  exceed	  

expectations	  to	  exceeds	  expectations.	  	  

No	  matter	  how	  many	  new	  technologies	  arise	  for	  the	  future,	  or	  how	  many	  new	  strategies	  

for	  teaching	  are	  researched	  and	  proven,	  I	  will	  always	  be	  looking	  out	  for	  what	  is	  best	  for	  the	  

students	  and	  my	  style	  of	  teaching.	  The	  CLVisa	  quotes	  Michael	  Bouthot,	  “Learning	  another	  

language	  is	  like	  the	  start	  of	  another	  life”	  (Concordia	  Language	  Villages,	  2012).	  	  I	  couldn’t	  

agree	  more,	  and	  I	  love	  that	  I	  am	  able	  to	  share	  this	  will	  students.	  
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